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The Sex Factor in Human Life is an excellent handbook, in outline 
and catechism form, for study groups of college men. It faces frankly- 
many questions frequently raised by college students and not often 
included in such books. It omits some others equally important. There 
are weaknesses in social and ethical logic, but its didactic purpose is not 
seriously impaired thereby. It includes a chapter on religious sanctions 
which, though extremely broad and cautious in its approach and inter- 
pretation, will, in the reviewer's opinion, limit its use principally to 
Y.M.C.A.'s and denominational schools. 

Children by Chance or by Choice is a three hundred and fifty page 
book. It should have been thirty-five, or better three and a half. The 
style is prolix, repetitious, kittenish, italicized. It is based on assevera- 
tion with very Uttle definite factual material and no documentation. 
The conclusions are for the most part good, but the argument labored, 
bromidic, and not always sound. Arguments from Nature, Bible and 
Morality, by analogy and on prophecy, are overworked. Aside from 
this, the book is poor. The author ends by arguing that birth control 
is inevitable. This being the case, one feels there is even less excuse 
for the book. It may, however, reach effectively certain elements in 
the population who have more time than brains, and who should be 
reached. A ten-cent pamphlet with Mr. Smith's best passages would 
reach more and faster. 

SiGRiD W. Eliot 

Thomas D. Eliot 
Northwestern University 



Edtication for Social Work. By Jesse Frederick Steiner. Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1921. Pp. 99. $1.00. 

The thinness of this little volume is significant, for it typifies in an 
excellent manner the smallness of the body of information and opinion 
up to this time on the subject of training for social work. For Dr. 
Steiner has said about all the significant things that are to be said, to 
date, on the subject. There may be difference of opinion within the 
ranks of social workers with some of the positions of the author, but it 
cannot well be said that he has failed to discuss at least the outstanding 
aspects of professional training of this new profession. 

The purpose is stated in the Preface "to bring about a growing 
recognition of the scientific basis upon which the structure of social 
work must be built." Throughout the book the position is maintained 
that the professional character of social work depends essentially upon a 
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training that has scientific foundations to the same extent that the other 
professions have, although it is recognized that it will take some time to 
reach the standards attained in the training for the older fields. 

Dr. Steiner does not hesitate to pronounce criticism on some of the 
methods employed in the past, and continued to the present, but the 
point of view is essentially constructive. The difficulties that have 
been encountered by all who have pioneered in the field are recognized 
and their point of view sympathetically interpreted. 

The difference in the point of view of the earlier schools that grew out 
of training courses established by social workers, and that of the univer- 
sities which have more recently entered the field is recognized. The posi- 
tion is frankly taken that the imiversities must assiune the chief 
responsibility for this training as they have for legal, medical, educational, 
and engineering training. The contributions, however, that the schools 
maintained by practical workers have made are clearly recognized, and 
the need of the universities making use of it is pointed out. 

Probably the greatest contribution made in the study is the analysis 
of the problem of securing facilities for laboratory and clinical study. 
Two excellent chapters are given to an analysis of this problem and to 
constructive suggestions for the establishment of social-work laboratories 
and clinics. The distinction between these two types of facilities is one 
which has not always been clearly recognized in the training schools. 

Cecil C. North 
Ohio State University 



Social Legislation in Illinois; Needs and Opportunities in ig2i. 

By Seba Eldridge. Rockford, 111. : W. H. Shimmin & Co. 

Pp. no. $1.50. 
The chapters of this book were originally written for a local news- 
paper and were evidently meant to be educative to the general public. 
The book is therefore as the author states in the Preface, rather de- 
scriptive and explanatory than a comprehensive or exhaustive analysis 
of problems dealt with. The general method is to present the social 
conditions (child welfare labor conditions, local government, etc.) as 
they now exist in Illinois, so far as their legal aspect is concerned, and 
then to state what legislation the author thinks is needed to remedy the 
conditions. There is no effort, however, to study the relation of public 
opinion to these legislative proposals. Probably the chief value of the 



